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Living-room is still planned as though it were merely a
living hall, and as if the need for privacy, formerly met by
other types of room, was still being catered for, whereas in
reality the Library and Morning-room have gone, and
frequently the Study as well, with nothing provided to take
their place.

Instead, therefore, of the Living-room being merely a
communal family lounge, its shape should be considered
from the point of view of privacy.

The door, as an element of a room wall, is disturbing to
privacy. In a family house, particularly in the Living-room,
it is constantly and irritatingly in use. If the sensation of
privacy is to be established, the door, as a visible feature,
should be suppressed.

This is fairly easily accomplished, by careful planning,
The opening can be so placed, in the Living-room as well as
in all but the smallest rooms of the house, in such a way that
it is screened and invisible from the main room area. The
principle involved is easiest to explain by illustration. In
the accompanying diagram (Fig. 102) is an example of a
layout involving this principle of the screen.

This screen idea can serve equally well, as the diagram
shows, to break up the space of one large room in such a
way as to provide a certain local privacy, without affecting
the general sense of space. On the contrary, the low
screens, over the top of which the ceiling of the room visibly
extends, by acting as * baffles,' increase the sense of apparent
area, suggesting a spaciousness above and beyond the free
floor area* A legitimate sense of illusion is introduced,
which can be greatly heightened by the resources of colour,
reflecting surfaces, and so on. The plan-form takes on a
new and interesting aspect, and the practical aim, that of